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Pandemic (Dis) Agreement Talks Limp
into Extra Time

The fractious pandemic agreement talks (...) have limped into extra time,
with WHO member states resolving to hold an additional
Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB) meeting from 29 April to 10
May. The World Health Assembly (WHA) (...) is supposed to adopt the
agreement, intended to be a global guide on how to prevent, prepare for,
and respond to pandemics. But the best case scenario is for the WHA to
adopt an “instrument of essentials”, a bare-bones text that will be fleshed
out over the next 12 to 24 months in advance of the proposed Conference
of Parties, according to people close to the talks. The INB Bureau would
get a revised text to member states by no later than 18 April. However, this
text would be different from the previous one as it would aim to draw out
consensus points rather than provide a shopping list of issues. The INB
drafting group will focus on “agreeing text”, and member states were also
urged to “provide the Bureau with any convergence text resulting from
informal consultations, as soon as possible”. Finding consensus points may
be hard in the coming days as many countries appear to have lost patience
with one another, and with the INB Bureau and WHO Secretariat members
who have been steering the process. Countries across the political
spectrum accused one another of refusing to make compromises, and
criticised the Bureau for failing to provide direction. However, the
geopolitical reality is that some of the 194 member states are at war, while
others are long-term trade enemies. This was never going to be easy,
despite the recent trauma of COVID-19. So much text has been added to
the 31-page draft (...) to a completely unwieldy 100-page draft (...) with
multiple opposing clauses contained in brackets. The now notorious Article
12, which deals with pathogen access and benefit-sharing, remains the
biggest obstacle. Read the complete version here. 
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News from the field 
W H O  H O L D S  T H E  W O R L D ' S  ' H O T  P O T A T O E S ' ?
P E R S I S T E N T  P R O B L E M S  A N D  R E S I L I E N T
G L O B A L  M E C H A N I S M S .

Between March 26 and 28, civil society organizations from over
60 countries worldwide gathered to discuss strategies for
influencing the G20 at the Civil Society 20 (C20), a civil society
engagement group. This year's C20 is organized into ten
working groups. The group dedicated to Integrated Health for
Everyone (Group 5) discussed the agenda and defined topics
for debate, highlighting Universal Health Coverage, Digital
Health, and Mental Health. On another front, the WFPHA joined
forces with other international organizations to sign a letter
addressed to Dr. Tedros, encouraging the continuation of the
WHO's leadership role in addressing climate change.
Greenpeace emphasized significant progress in initiatives from
cities in the Global South to combat plastic pollution,
promoting reuse and refill systems as viable alternatives to the
prevalent plastic bag economy. The OXFAM warned about the
critical situation in Mozambique, following the impact of
tropical storm Filipe, which further exacerbates the
humanitarian crisis in the region already devastated by cyclone
Freddy just a year ago, severely affecting Mozambique and
Malawi and leaving thousands of people in urgent need of
assistance. Greenpeace highlighted that indigenous peoples
across the Pacific are campaigning to stop deep-sea mining
due to the potential to ruin precious ecosystems and the
cultures that depend on them.
Continue reading here.
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ENDEAVOURS: GLOBAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK
The third edition of Global Public Health Week (GPHW)
took place from April 8 to April 12, 2024, under the
theme "Fostering Peace as a Prerequisite for
Equitable Health".
The WFPHA brought together institutions, communities,
and public health actors from around the world to
recognize the contributions of public health and its
workforce. This annual event engendered discussion on
the best practices and missing gaps fundamental to
disease prevention and the promotion of health and
wellbeing. It was a hybrid event, combining face-to-face
and digital gatherings worldwide. In addition to the
week’s theme, each day focused on a specific theme.

Access to the event list here.
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The April edition of Boletim Fiocruz
International underscores a pivotal
partnership for the localized production of
CAR-T cells and lentiviral vectors in Brazil,
poised to advance treatment options for a
spectrum of diseases and bolster
healthcare innovation across Latin
America. This initiative exemplifies a
strategic step towards more accessible
and advanced healthcare solutions.
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