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WHO creates a  Civil Society
Commission to promote faster
Global Health Progress
On August 24, 2023, the World Health Organization (WHO)
officially launched the WHO Civil Society Commission and
convened its inaugural Steering Committee meeting in Geneva.
This groundbreaking initiative marks a significant step forward
in facilitating structured and systematic communication
between civil society and WHO regarding health priorities and
related matters.

Civil society organizations (CSOs) have a storied history of
influencing positive change in public health. While WHO has a
longstanding tradition of collaborating with CSOs. The
establishment of the Commission elevates this partnership to
new heights.

The Commission's primary mission is to enhance dialogue and
foster collaboration among CSOs, as well as with WHO, at all
levels—global, regional, and national. Its overarching goal is to
contribute recommendations that will aid WHO in its
engagement efforts, aligning with universal health coverage
(health for all) and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Over 350 organizations have applied to join the Commission,
with 120 already accepted as members, demonstrating the
widespread confidence in this initiative. Read more here. 
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News from the field 
T H O S E  W H O  D I D N ' T  L I G H T  T H E  F I R E  A R E  T H E
O N E S   F E E L I N G  T H E  H E A T  

Many civil society organizations expressed their support for
humanitarian aid actions, particularly for the victims of the
earthquake in Morocco and the storm in Libya. ActionAid expressed
solidarity with the earthquake-affected communities in Morocco
and called for support for the affected regions. CARE International
disclosed its efforts in response to the earthquake impacts and the
urgent need to prioritize shelters for earthquake survivors before
winter. Together with the People's Health Movement, CARE
International expressed its solidarity with the Libyan people and
urged the international community to provide the necessary
assistance to rescue survivors and rebuild the communities in the
affected areas. The OXFAM addressed the climate effects in
countries like Malawi and East Africa, highlighting that the
contribution of the most affected counties to the crisis is low, and
called for the largest polluters to pay for the damage caused.
Special attention was given to the lack of water in North Africa,
Ethiopia, and Kenya. The Global Fund, Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, and the Rockefeller Foundation reported their
participation in the Africa Climate Summit. The People's Vaccine
Alliance celebrated the news that three organizations shared
vaccine production technology with the WHO's C-TAP (COVID-19
Technology Access Pool), emphasizing that it is a victory for
scientific collaboration and human rights, as well as a significant
step toward the goal of vaccines for all. 
On another front, the 78th United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) mobilized various civil society organizations during this
month... ( keep reading here).
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https://actionaid.org/news/2023/actionaid-reacts-earthquake-morocco-calling-support-affected-regions
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/news/latest-death-toll-morocco-earthquake/
https://phmovement.org/es/el-msp-se-solidariza-con-el-pueblo-libio
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/news/flooding-in-libya-whats-happening-now-how-to-help/
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https://twitter.com/OxfaminAfrica/status/1696794893614813262?s=20
https://twitter.com/OxfamMENA/status/1698383050248229152?s=20
https://www.oxfam.org/en/unfair-share-unequal-climate-finance
https://twitter.com/OxfamMENA/status/1698383050248229152?s=20
https://twitter.com/Oxfam/status/1698637285552427519?s=20
https://t.co/F46CRGg8nV
https://twitter.com/GlobalFund/status/1699319178597949516?s=20
https://twitter.com/gatesfoundation/status/1698345446564102584
https://twitter.com/gatesfoundation/status/1698345446564102584
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/remarks-by-william-asiko-at-carbon-markets-for-the-global-south-plenary-event-during-the-africa-climate-summit/
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ENDEAVOURS

At SHEM we link citizens, public health and healthcare advocates, scientists, academics, and related institutions from all regions,
cultures, and ideologies pursuing the universal right to health. We aim to promote sustainable health equity as an ethical principle

that guides all national and international economic, social, and environmental policies.
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Can the wealthy humble themselves
enough to be honest and fair?

Dr. Juan Garay 

Who lives and who dies in the world’s
next pandemic should not depend on

where they live.
Sir Michael Marmot
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The UN General Assembly 2023: 
The urgency of compromise on

financing for development
 Center on International Cooperation (CIC) 

The Health Data Governance Principles bring a human
rights and equity lens to the use of data within and
across health systems. They are oriented towards
supporting sustainable and resilient public health
systems that can deliver Universal Health Coverage
(UHC). 

The Principles are intended as a resource for and have
applicability to, a range of stakeholders involved in the
collection and use of health data, including
governments, the private sector, international
organizations, and civil society, among others. We
encourage all stakeholders to endorse the Principles.

We want to see the Principles adopted by governments,
technology companies, and other institutions
responsible for collecting and managing health data.Read more
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